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AN HISTORICAL NOTE ON THE NITS OF THE
BODY-LOUSE.
BY GEORGE PERNET, M.D.
WITH reference to Dr. Adamson's abstract of Dr. BuUiard^s paper
on the body-louse in the British Journal of Dermatology and Syphilis
for July-September, 1918, pp. 188-9, there is no mention therein of
the late Dr. Allan Jamieson's short clinical note on the subject in the
British Journal of Dermatology, vol. vii, 1895, p. 248."^ He pointed
out that '^  the ordinary rules as to the localities specially involved are
to be followed, but occasionally if lanugo hairs are still present the
ova may be found adhering to them . . . and with a lens the nits
ma}'^  be discovered attached to the fine hairs of the back. I have
found them there in young subjects, and believe that this, and not
always a re-infection, explains the intractability of pediculosis in
some individuals.'^ Jamiesoii's observation was added as a footnote
at my suggestion when I was assisting in the production of Radcliffe-
Crocker's third edition of his Diseases of the Skin (1903, vol. ii,
p. 1300).
Jamieson {loc. cit. supra) recommended " Calvert^s petrofenic soap,
which contains carbolic acid as well as paraffin oil, employed to wash
the skin, the lather being allowed to dry on. In this way the eggs
"which have been mentioned as sometimes attached to the downy
hairs are killed.^'
Since Jamieson called attention to the point I have always borne
it in mind and mentioned the fact in my clinical demonstrations; and
until I read the abstract of BuUiard's paper I thought it was a
matter of common knowledge—at any rate among dermatologists.
In view of recent observations as to the aetiology of trench-fever the
point has gained in importance.
As the insects themselves live in the body-clothes and deposit most
of their ova there, Jamieson insisted that it was essential to direct
our main elforts perseveringly against them. He advised the wearing
day and night next to the skin of a piece of roll sulphur enclosed in a
porous bag, and added : " W e can thus rid our patients of a source
* Cited by Pevnet in Art. '•Pediculosis/' Encyclopedia Medica, vol. ix, 1901,
p. 242.
ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE. 209
of annoyance without communicating to them our ideas as to the
cause . . ."
Although, according to Prof. Nuttall^ Nysten (1858) and Girard
(1885) had previously called attention to the ova of the body-louse
as occurring on the hairs of the body, I think it is only fair to the
memory of Jamieson that his name should not be omitted in this
connection. Hence this note.
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DERMATOLOGICAL SECTION.
MEETING held on October 17th, 1918, Sir JAMES GALLOWAY,
K.B.E.j C.B., President of the Section, in the Chair.
Dr. J. L. BUNCH showed a case of Urticaria pigmentosa. The
patient, a boy, aged 6 years, had numerous brownish patches on
the trunk, limbs and neck. Some were as large as a two-sliilling-
piece, but the majority were smaller. The patches extended on to
the neck, as far as the angle of the jaw^ but the face was quite free.
The lesions were not raised unless they were irritated, when they
came up as wlieals, and a well-marked factitious urticaria was
present on any part of the skin. The patches appeared shortly
after birth.
The PRESIDENT said there could be little doubt about the diagnosis, and
Dr. Bunch need hardly have a Wassermann reaction done. As a rule, the
pigmentation was not as heavy as it was in this case, but if Dr. Bunch would
look up the record of a case from Charing Cross Hospital which he (Sir James
Galloway) published, which was worked out by his then clinical assistant.
Dr. Brongersma, of the Hague, he would find that that case was spotted, with
contrast of colour almost like a leopard.* Sometimes the ^pigmentation in these
cases was very extensive. In the number of the Journal of Dermatology referred
to there were illustrations of this, also from the same patient in the New
Sydenham Society's Atlas.f This was also one of those more unusual cases
which commenced at about the age of seventeen or eighteen. Most of the
cases commenced earlier than that, but there was an interesting group in
which the commencement occurred at from seventeen to twenty-two years of
age. Could Dr. Adamson tell us of any recent advances on the aetiology, or did
the matter remain in this respect as Dr. Sangster, with Mr. Nettleship, described
it years ago ?
* BHt. Joiirn. Derm., 1899, xi, p. 179.
t New Syd. Soc. Atlas, fasc. viii.

